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famish a body of settled conclusions immediately applicable to policy. It is a method rather than a doctrine, an
apparatus of the mind, a technique of thinking, which helps its possessor to draw correct conclusions. It is not
diBicult in the sense in which mathematical and scientific techniques are diBicult; but the fact that its modes of
expression are much less precise than these, renders decidedly diBicult the task of conveying it correctly to the
minds of learners. Before Adam Smith this apparatus of thought scarcely existed. Between his time and this it
has been steadily enlarged and improved. Nor is there any branch of knowledge in the formation of which
Englishmen can claim a more predominant part. It is not complete yet, but important improvements in its
elements are becoming rare. The main task of the professional economist now consists, either in obtaining a
wide knowledge of relevant facts and exercising skill in the application of economic principles to them, or in
expounding the elements of his method in a lucid, accurate and illuminating way, so that, through his
instruction, the number of those who can think for themselves may be increased. This Series is directed towards
the latter aim. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books.
Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections
present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may
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