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GRIN Verlag Gmbh Jul 2008, 2008. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 210x148x1 mm. This item is printed on
demand - Print on Demand Titel. Neuware - Essay from the year 2008 in the subject Orientalism / Sinology -
General, grade: 1st (70 %), University of Manchester (School of Languages, Linguistics and Cultures), 16 entries
in the bibliography, language: English, comment: MA in Middle Eastern Studies, Postgrad Coursework, Course:
Jews before and aKer 1948 , abstract: When addressing Israel, Mr. Ahmadinejad's rhetoric is unmistakable. The
Iranian President is quoted as calling for Israel to be wiped oL the map, and he has publicly expressed his
doubts as to the Holocaust having taken place. Although his rhetoric may appear extreme, it nevertheless
broadly reflects the oLicial policy of Iran towards Israel since the Islamic Revolution of 1979. Given this hostility,
it comes as a surprise, that the Islamic Republic of Iran is actually home of the biggest Jewish community in the
Middle East outside Israel. The estimates for the number of Jews living in Iran diLer greatly according to
various sources and range from 25,000 members to 35,000. The history of the Jewish community in Iran reaches
back into the 7th century BCE, making it the oldest Jewish Diaspora-community. Many places holy to Jews are
located in Iran. The history of almost 3,000 years of Jewish presence in Iran and the influence the Jewish
community had at diLerent times on Iranian society and culture are far too complex to be retold in a short
essay like the one I am presenting. Before I turn to the situation aKer the Revolution of 1979 I will therefore only
shortly touch on two major historical events which have significantly altered the position of the Jewish
community in Iran: The establishment of Twelver Shiism as state religion...
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