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GRIN Verlag Gmbh Mai 2011, 2011. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 227x151x1 mm. This item is printed on
demand - Print on Demand Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject English Language and
Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 2,00, University of Koblenz-Landau (Anglistik), course: Colonial and
Postcolonial Literatures, language: English, abstract: Wide Sargasso Sea is one of the best-known literary
postcolonial replies to the writing of Charlotte Bronte and a brilliant deconstruction of what is known as the
author's 'worlding' in Jane Eyre. The novel written by Jean Rhys tells the story of Jane Eyre's protagonist,
Edward Rochester. The plot takes place in West Indies where Rochester met his first wife, Bertha Antoinette
Mason. Wide Sargasso Sea influences the common reading and understanding of the matrix novel, as it
rewrites crucial parts of Jane Eyre. The heroine in Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea, Antoinette Cosway, is created
out of demonic and bestialic Bertha Mason from Jane Eyre. Rhys's great achievement in her re-writing of the
Bronte's text is her creation of a double to the madwoman from Jane Eyre. The heroine of Wide Sargasso Sea,
the beautiful Antoinette Cosway, heiress of the post-emancipation fortune is created out of the demonc and
bestialic Bertha Mason. The author transforms the first Mrs Rochester into an individual figure whose madness
is caused by imperialistic and patriarchal oppression The vision of Bertha/Antoinette as an insane oJspring
from a family plagued by madness is no longer plausible to the reader. In this essay I would like to focus the
factors which led to the madness of the protagonist. Although Bertha Mason and Jane Eyre seem to be enemies
and contradictory characters in the Victorian novel, many critics find several similarities between the two
heroines, their life and finally between Jane Eyre and...
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