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that we derive our conception of the same from the comparison it will bear with other works of nature, and for
the further reason that Niagara Falls is unique and totally unlike any other scene on the face of the earth, it is a.
most onerous task to produce such a pen-picture of the Falls as can convey to the minds of readers who have
never seen them an accurate idea of their grandeur. Many minds have essayed to reproduce Niagara literally,
many pens have recorded the impression of visitors respecting it, without even faintly describing it; for there is
no known rhythm whose cadence will attune itself to the tremendous hymn of this sound as of many waters,
neither will blank verse serve to rehearse its attributes in song. The best specimen of the latter was written by a
gifted poet who visited this locality especially to set forth its beauties in verse, but who recorded only the
following words: | came to see! | thought to wrst! | am but dumb! There is but one way to record poetically the
fascinations o Niagara; that is, to tell its glories in that plain language which is the Creators greatest gift to
man, and to describe it as a part of that stupendous and eternal poem whose strophes and lines are the rivers,
mountains, glens, caves and rainbows of the universe; for of nature in its grandest and most varied forms
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