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War was and still is a decisive chapter in U.S. history. It was the longest military conflict, which on top of
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private and public life. Above all, it drastically shaped the relationship between politics and public opinion and
raised questions on the role the media played during the military conflict. The Vietham War and its perception
were unprecedented in their entire dimension. In general this was due to the climate of social and political
change taking place during the 1960 s and, more specifically, because of a totally new institution being
embedded in this situation television. During this decade television expanded and became the most important
source of information for the people. This medium offered totally new perspectives and dimensions both of war
coverage and its perception, which is clearly expressed in the following statement: Television brought the
brutality of war into the comfort of the living room .1 The fact that there was no experience with regard to the
mechanisms, methods and effects of TV war coverage made a rather experimental reporting possible. Both
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